Bullying—What Can Teachers Do?

Intervene immediately to stop the bullying.

Talk to the bully and the victim separately. If more than one
student is involved in bullying behavior, talk to each separately
in quick succession. (Expect bullies to minimize and deny their
actions.)

Remind the bully about school and classtoom rules, reiterate
what behavior is expected, and discuss sanctions that will be
imposed for future bullying behavior.

Reassure the victim that everything possible will be done to
prevent a recurrence.

Make other students aware of the consequences of bullying
behavior. Reiterate the school's policy of zero tolerance toward
bullying.

Phone the parents of both the bully and the victim as soon as
possible. If possible, involve the parents in designing a plan of
action.

Continue to monitor the behavior of the bully and the safety of
the victim. :

Consult administrators, teachers, and staff members to alert
them to the problem and to get a better understanding of it.

If the situation doesn’t change, remove the bully — not the victim
— from the classroom.




