
Project Cost: $12,715,000
Mill Increase: 14.9 mills  
Monthly impact on a $50,000 home: $7.14

OCTOBER 16: Voter Registration Deadline 
SAVE THE DATE! 
NOVEMBER 6: Election Day 

Cherryvale-Thayer USD 447 is Proposing 
a $12.7 Million Bond Election to Fund:

Learning  •  Leading  •  Leaving a Legacy

Demolition of the 1938 building and renovations to the 
newer (1999) Lincoln Central Elementary School site, 
including:  

• New areas for preschool through fourth grade 
and special education; 

• A tornado safe room that will also serve as 
educational space; 

• A new gymnasium with limited seating (500) 
for physical education and other school and 
community functions;

• Improvements to the playground, parking, and 
bus drop-off areas; and 

• A secure entrance and other safety and  
building enhancements.

Renovations to Thayer K-8 School, including 
replacement of the gymnasium floor and remodeling of 
existing restrooms (ADA compliance); and 

Renovations to Cherryvale Middle-High School, 
including an addition to the Career and Technical 
Education shop area, an improved and more secure 
front entrance, and ADA-compliant changes to the 
gymnasium bleachers and restrooms.

ABOUT THE NOVEMBER 6 BOND ELECTION

Prepared by USD 447 to educate patrons about the November 6, 2018 bond election.

THE STATE WILL FUND APPROXIMATELY 46% OF THE PROPOSED BOND SOLUTION



IMPORTANT DATES: 
 
OCTOBER 16
Voter Registration Deadline

NOVEMBER 6
Election Day 

FINANCIAL IMPACT:
 
Project Cost: $12,715,000
Mill Increase: 14.9 mills  
Monthly impact on a $50,000 
home: $7.14

The State of Kansas will currently fund 46% of the Proposed Solution.

Contact: Superintendent Dr. Shelly Kiblinger
(620) 336-8139, skiblinger@usd447.org 
www.usd447schools.org
Facebook: Cherryvale-Thayer Schools
Twitter: @USD447Schools

ABOUT THE NOVEMBER 6 BOND ELECTION

Prepared by USD 447 to educate patrons about the November 6, 2018 bond election.



Why now? 
Our facilities are aging. As they age, they become more and more challenging to maintain, and to provide the educational 
experience our children deserve. This is particularly true of the original portion of Lincoln Central Elementary School. Built in 
1938, it is hitting the end of its useful life, and for many years, we’ve band-aided problems, including:

• Pipes bursting and flooding the room, which ruined computers and classroom supplies (twice last year);
• Increasing requests for ADA accommodations;
• 	Water	infiltration	due	to	lack	of	proper	moisture	barrier	during	initial	construction.	Proper	repair	would	be	costly	and	need	

to	be	repeated	every	five	years	to	last;
• Lack	of	electrical	outlets	and	capacity	to	support	modern	technology	needs;
• 	Antiquated	climate	control	system	–	units	are	at	the	end	of	their	life	expectancy,	and	will	freeze	up	or	stop	working	

altogether;
• 	Occasional	smell	of	sewage	in	the	gym,	likely	caused	by	the	80-year-old	sewer	main	running	under	the	building;
•  …and more. 

These issues are not cosmetic and will only increase in frequency and severity as the building continues to age. 
Beyond the elementary, we’ve seen a continued increase in the demand for our Career and Technical Education programming.  
Unfortunately, without adequate space, we haven’t been able to fully accommodate this important training and have even had 
to	turn	some	students	away	due	to	lack	of	space	to	complete	welding	and	construction	projects.		With	a	minimal	investment	in	
this	area,	we	can	fully	equip	our	students	who	aren’t	interested	in	a	traditional	four-year	university	experience	with	the	skills	they	
need to thrive.  
Lastly, there are challenges in other buildings in our district, including safety and security and ADA issues that must be 
addressed. 

The $12.7M Election Will Fund:
• Demolition of the 1938 building and renovations to the newer (1999) Lincoln Central Elementary School site, including: 

• New areas for preschool through fourth grade and special education; 
• A tornado safe room that will also serve as educational space; 
• 	A	new	gymnasium	with	limited	seating	(500)	for	physical	education	and	other	school	and	community	functions;
• 	Improvements	to	the	playground,	parking,	and	bus	drop-off	areas;	and	
•  A secure entrance and other safety and building enhancements

• Renovations to Thayer K-8 School, including replacement of the gymnasium floor and remodeling of existing restrooms 
(ADA compliance); and

• Renovations to Cherryvale Middle-High School, including an addition to the Career and Technical Education shop area, 
an improved and more secure front entrance, and ADA-compliant changes to the gymnasium bleachers and restrooms.



WHAT ABOUT THAYER? 

In the upcoming bond issue, the following items are included for Thayer Elementary:
• Replacement of gymnasium floor
• Remodeling of existing restrooms (ADA Compliance)

But that doesn’t mean that the work will end there.  The Board of Education has identified several 
items to be addressed with the district’s long-range capital improvement plan, including: 

• Modification of bleachers to create a floor seating section for ADA access  
(to be completed at the same time the new gym floor from bond dollars is done)

• Complete replacement of the HVAC units  
(planned now through 2021 with Capital Outlay Funds)

• ADA ramp access on the front entrance  
(through Capital Outlay or Maintenance Funds)

As this work is separate from the Lincoln Central project, once the bond is approved, the district 
can immediately bid and perform this work, with an estimated completion of August 2019. 

However, these projects, while in the long-range plan, can likely only be completed if the November 
6 bond passes, as these funds will otherwise be needed for required repairs at Lincoln Central.  
For more information visit: www.usd447schools.org | Facebook: Cherryvale-Thayer Schools  
Prepared by USD 447 to educate patrons about the November 6, 2018 bond election.  



What is the total 
amount of the bond 
issue?

The total amount of the November 6th bond issue 
is $12,715,000

How do I register 
to vote?

The deadline to register to vote is October 16th. You 
can register online with a valid driver’s license at: 
www.kdor.ks.gov/apps/voterreg/default.aspx or you can 
pick up a voter registration form at any school or your 
local County Clerk’s office.

What would the 
bond issue cost 
home owners?

Mill increase: 14.9 mills
Monthly impact on a home valued at $50,000: $7.14

What if I have 
questions about the 
bond issue?

Dr. Shelly Kiblinger | (620) 336-8139
skiblinger@usd447.org | www.usd447schools.org
Facebook: Cherryvale-Thayer Schools

Prepared by USD 447 to educate patrons about the November 6, 2018 bond election.
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CHERRYVALE-THAYER USD 447
NOVEMBER 6TH BOND ELECTION

Election: Tuesday, November 6, 2018
CHERRYVALE-THAYER USD 447 

WHAT IS THE GENERAL OBLIGATION QUESTION?
Shall Unified School District No. 447, Montgomery County, Kansas (Cherryvale-Thayer), issue general obligation bonds in an 
amount not to exceed $12,715,000, to pay the costs to:  (a) construct, equip and furnish additions to the existing Lincoln-
Central Elementary School in Cherryvale to create a controlled-access entry, new areas for preschool through fourth grade, 
a tornado safe room that will also function as an educational classroom, and a new gymnasium with limited seating for an
estimated 500 spectators and support spaces for physical education and other school and community functions and acquire 
and improve a site adjacent to the existing Lincoln-Central Elementary School to accommodate planned additions; (b) 
demolish the original 1938-era portion of the Lincoln-Central Elementary School to allow for the planned new construction; 
(c) make other improvements at Lincoln-Central Elementary School to improve the site, playground areas, parking and
bus drop-off areas; (d) make improvements to the existing Elementary School in Thayer, including remodeling of existing 
bathrooms for handicap access (ADA Compliance) and replacement of the gymnasium floor; (e) construct, equip and 
furnish an addition to the existing Middle-High School in Cherryvale to expand the existing Career and Technical Education 
shop area; (f) make other improvements to the existing Middle-High School in Cherryvale to improve the front entrance 
for improved security, remodel two existing restrooms and replace bleachers in the gymnasium for handicap access (ADA 
Compliance); (g) make all other necessary improvements appurtenant thereto (collectively, the “Project”); and (h) pay costs 
of issuance and interest on said general obligation bonds of the District during construction of the Project; all pursuant to 
the provisions of K.S.A. 10-101 et seq., K.S.A. 25-2018(f), K.S.A. 72-5457, and K.S.A. 72-5458 et seq.?

The General Obligation Bond Addresses
CMHS - CTE shop expansion and Thayer Schools - gym floor and ADA bathrooms.

Demolition of the 1938 building and renovations to the newer (1999) Lincoln Central Elementary School site including:
P New areas for preschool through fourth grade and special education;
P A tornado safe room that will also serve as an educational space;

P A new gymnasium with limited seating (500) for physical education and other school and community functions;
P Improvements to the playground, parking, and bus drop-off areas; and
P A secure entrance and other safety and building enhancements.

For more information contact: DR. SHELLY KIBLINGER
(620) 336-8139 | skiblinger@usd447.org | www.usd447schools.org | Facebook: Cherryvale-Thayer Schools 

Prepared by USD 447 to educate patrons about the November 6, 2018 bond election.

HOW MUCH WILL THE BOND COST?
The total amount of the November 6th bond issue is 
$12,715,000. The State of Kansas is paying 46%. The 
tax impact is for the remaining 54%. Based on the 
current assessed valuation the bonds are estimated 
to require a 14.9 mill levy increase. The estimated 
impacts of this mill levy increase are shown to the right.

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY
Appraised Value Annual Cost Monthly Cost
$25,000 $42.84 $3.57
$50,000 $85.68 $7.14

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY
Appraised Value Annual Cost Monthly Cost
$50,000 $186.25 $15.52
$100,000 $372.48 $31.04

DRYLAND FARM*
 Annual Cost Monthly Cost
One (1) Acre* $0.63 0.05 cents
*Based on Average Estimated Production Value of $142.04 per Acre

GRASSLAND**
 Annual Cost Monthly Cost
One (1) Acre** $0.34 0.03 cents
**Based on Average Estimated Production Value of $76.96 per Acre
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